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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/02/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 3/02/2006 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 1, 14, 
15 and 16 have been amended. Claims 1-19 are currently pending in the application. 



Prelimenary Note 

Claim 1. Examiner points out that the phrase "...and moves the at least material 
flow item..." (page 4, lines 12-13) appears to be misspelled. Examiner understands said 
phrase as: "...and moves the at least one material flow item...". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 101 have been withdrawn due to the 
applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§1 12 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites (page 7, lines 5-6): 
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"scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one secondary receiving 
station prior to delivery of the item", which indicates that the delivery of the item to an 
intermediary station does not constitute a delivery to a client. However, Claim 14 further 
recites (page 7, lines 11-12): 

"scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one tertiary receiving 
station upon delivery of the item", which is confusing. For purposes of examination 
Examiner understands the phrase "scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least 
one tertiary receiving station upon delivery of the item" as follows: 

"scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one tertiary receiving 
station upon entering said tertiary receiving station". 

Furthermore, Claim 14 recites the following limitations on page 7, lines 5 and 7: 

"scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one secondary receiving 
station", 

"scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one tertiary receiving 
station", 

which is confusing. It is not clear how a station can be scanned. For purposes of 
examination Examiner understands said phrases as: "scanning the at least one 
inventoried item and an identification of at least one secondary or tertiary receiving 
station". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 and 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Radican (WO 99/38136). 



Application/Control Number: 10/074,237 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3639 

Independent Claims 
As per Claim 1, 

Radican teaches an inventory monitoring system, comprising: 

a remote operation center that coordinates at least one portion of the materials 
management system, and that receives at least one attribute of at least one material 
flow item, wherein the at least one material flow item enters the at least one portion of 
the materials management system, and wherein said remote operation center updates 
the at least one attribute to at least one updated attribute to reflect entry of the at least 
one material flow item into the at least one portion (Fig. 2, item 10; page 7, line 31 - 
page 2, line 11; page 11, line 21-22); 

at least one receiving station in the at least one portion that transmits the at least 
one attribute to the remote operation center, and that receives the at least one update 
attribute from the remote operation center, over an interconnection external to the at 
least one portion (Fig. 2, items 30 and 60); 

wherein a provider of delivery services gathers the at least one material flow item 
from said at least one receiving station and moves the material flow item within the 
material management system through the at least one portion that transmits the at least 
one attribute to the remote operation center, and that receives the at least one updated 
attribute from the remote operation center (page 8, lines 11-16); 

wherein the at least one attribute and the at least one updated attribute are 
transmitted, entered, checked and verified at the receiving station by obtaining an 
identification of the at least one receiving station, and scanning the at least one material 
flow item, and the provider of delivery services (page 1 1 , lines 30-31 ; page 1 5, lines 25- 
26), and 

wherein said at least one attribute includes at least an identification barcode 
(page 8, lines 16, 28-32; page 9, lines 7-11). 

Radican does not explicitly teach that said obtaining an identification of each of 
said plurality of the receiving stations includes scanning an identification of each of said 
plurality of the receiving stations. 
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However, Radican does teach that each of said receiving stations, which said 
distributor (truck) arrived at, has a unique identifier (page 7, lines 2-5). Furthermore, 
Radican teaches that said identification of said items is automatically obtained/scanned 
by means of radio frequency identification (RFID) tags technology or by means of 
scannable bar code tags (page 19, lines 21-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Radican to include that said obtaining an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations includes scanning an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations, as suggested in Radican, 
because it would advantageously allow to automatically collect and record status and 
location of shipped goods and create the basic framework for compiling detailed data on 
the shipping process which can be used by the facility, suppliers and carriers to 
optimize logistics, as specifically stated in Radican (page 7, lines 14-18). 

As per Claim 14, 

Radican teaches an inventory monitoring method, comprising: 

scanning the at least one inventoried item upon entry into the materials 
management flow at a first local receiving station (at each of the plurality of receiving 
stations) (page 9, lines 8-10; page 7, lines 2-11), said station located at a first of the 
distinct geographic locations (Figs. 12A-12D; page 18, line 4;.page 20, lines 3-5, 15-17; 
page 7, lines 3-5), and obtaining an identification of the said first local receiving station 
(page 11, lines 30-31; page 15, lines 25-26); 

scanning the at least one inventoried item upon exit from the first local receiving 
station (page 9, lines 11-15; page 15, lines 27-29; page 18, lines 9-10); 

scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one secondary receiving 
station prior to delivery of the item (at each of the plurality of receiving stations) (page 9, 
lines 8-10), and obtaining an identification of the secondary receiving station (page 11, 
lines 30-31; page 15, lines 25-26), said secondary receiving station located at a second 
geographic location distinct from the first geographic location (Figs. 12A-12D; page 18, 
line 4; page 20, lines 3-5, 15-17; page 7, lines 3-5); 
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scanning the at least one inventoried item upon exit from the second local 
receiving station (page 9, lines 11-15; page 15, lines 27-29; page 18, lines 9-10); 

scanning the at least one inventoried item at at least one tertiary receiving station 
upon delivery of the item (at each of the plurality of receiving stations) (page 9, lines 8- 
10), said tertiary receiving station located at a third geographic location distinct from the 
second geographic location (Figs. 12A-12D; page 20, lines 3-5, 15-17; page 7, lines 3- 
5); 

obtaining an identification of the at least one tertiary receiving station upon 
delivery of the item (page 1 1 , lines 30-31 ; page 15, lines 25-26); and 

transmitting, entering, checking and verifying the item's placement at at least one 
of the at least one secondary receiving station, and the at least one tertiary receiving 
station, at a remote operation center externally connected to the first local receiving 
station, the at least one secondary receiving station, and the at least one tertiary 
receiving station (page 9, lines 19-27; page 11, lines 18-22, 30-31; page 12, lines 1-2, 
11-15; page 22, lines 11-14). 

Radican does not explicitly teach that said obtaining an identification of each of 
said plurality of the receiving stations includes scanning an identification of each of said 
plurality of the receiving stations. 

However, Radican does teach that each of said receiving stations, which said 
distributor (truck) arrived at, has a unique identifier (page 7, lines 2-5). Furthermore, 
Radican teaches that said identification of said items is automatically obtained/scanned 
by means of radio frequency identification (RFID) tags technology or by means of 
scannable bar code tags (page 19, lines 21-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Radican to include that said obtaining an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations includes scanning an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations, as suggested in Radican, 
because it would advantageously allow to automatically collect and record status and 
location of shipped goods and create the basic framework for compiling detailed data on 
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the shipping process which can be used by the facility, suppliers and carriers to 
optimize logistics, as specifically stated in Radican (page 7, lines 14-18). 

As per Claim 15, 

Radican teaches an inventory monitoring method, comprising: 

coordinating of at least one portion of the materials management system at a 
remote operation center (page 7, line 31 - page 2, line 1 1 ; page 1 1 , line 21-22); 

externally transmitting at least one attribute to the remote operation center from 
at least one receiving station (page 1 1 , lines 18-21 ); 

receiving the at least one attribute of at least one material flow item in the at least 
one portion of the materials management system at the remote operation center (page 
11, lines 18-21); 

updating the at least one attribute to at least one updated attribute at the remote 
operation center (page 1 1 , line 21 ); 

externally transmitting the at least one updated attribute from the remote 
operation center to the at least one receiving station (page 1 1 , lines 21-22); 

gathering at least one material flow item from the at least one receiving station by 
a provider of delivery services (page 8, lines 12-13; page 9, lines 7-8); 

transmitting, entering, checking and verifying the at least one attribute and the at 
least one updated attribute at the at least one receiving station by obtaining an 
identification of the at least one receiving station, the at least one material flow item, and 
the provider of delivery services (page 9, lines 8-10; page 7, lines 2-11, 17). 

Radican does not explicitly teach that said obtaining an identification of the at 
least one receiving station includes scanning an identification of each of said plurality of 
the receiving stations. 

However, Radican does teach that each of said receiving stations, which said 
distributor (truck) arrived at, has a unique identifier (page 7, lines 2-5). Furthermore, 
Radican teaches that said identification of said items is automatically obtained/scanned 
by means of radio frequency identification (RFID) tags technology or by means of 
scannable bar code tags (page 19, lines 21-28). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Radican to include that said obtaining an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations includes scanning an 
identification of each of said plurality of the receiving stations, as suggested in Radican, 
because it would advantageously allow to automatically collect and record status and 
location of shipped goods and create the basic framework for compiling detailed data on 
the shipping process which can be used by the facility, suppliers and carriers to 
optimize logistics, as specifically stated in Radican (page 7, lines 14-18). 

As per Claim 16, 

Radican teaches an inventory monitoring method, comprising: 

receiving the at least one updated attribute at an at least one local receiving 

station, in accordance with an entry of the at least one updated attribute (page 8, lines 

20-27); 

transmitting an at least one local attribute, from the at least one local receiving 
station, to a remote operation center, responsively to said receiving the at least one 
updated attribute, wherein the at least one updated attribute, and the at least one local 
attribute at the local receiving station, and a receipt of the transmitted at least one local 
attribute at the remote operation center, are reviewable at the at least one local 
receiving station (page 8, lines 28 - page 9, line 5; page 1 1 , lines 23-29). 

Radican does not explicitly teach that said information, transmitted to the remote 
operation center, is reviewable at said at least one local receiving station substantially 
simultaneously. 

However, Radican teaches that said communication is conducted over the 
Internet (page 8, line 5). 

Official notice is taken that it is old and well known that information posted on the 
Web can be viewed substantially simultaneously from various geographical locations 
(for example, a plurality of Internet users can login to the Washington Post Web cite to 
obtain latest news/weather information; or a plurality of day-traders can be logged in to 
the E-Trade Inc. Web cite simultaneously to conduct trades of stocks on line). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Radican to include that said information, 
transmitted to the remote operation center, is reviewable at said at least one local 
receiving station substantially simultaneously, as suggested in Radican, because it 
would advantageously allow to immediately notify the interested party in changes of 
status of the system (Radican; page 10, lines 30-31). 

Dependent Claims 

As per claim 2, said system, wherein the remote operation center is accessible 
from any communicative connection with the external interconnection (page 10, lines 
28-31). 

As per claim 3, said system, wherein the at least one attribute and the at least 
one updated attribute comprise at least one selected from the group consisting of a 
present location, status and desired delivery destination (page 9, lines 19-26; page 1 1 , 
lines 30-31). 

As per claims 4-6, said method and system, wherein the copy link provides a 
link from the remote operation center to real-time operations at least one of the 
receiving stations (page 8, lines 17-19). 

As per claim 7, said method and system, wherein the at least one receiving 
station comprises an infrared (optical) scanner communicatively connected to a 
programmable electronic device (page 8, line 14). 

As per Claim 11, Radican teaches all the limitations of Claim 1 1 , except that at 
least one receiving station comprises a barcode printer. 

However, Radican does teach that at least one updated attribute comprises a 
barcode realized as scannable bar code tags which are placed on the at least one 
material flow item (page 19, lines 27-28). Furthermore, Radican teaches printers for 
producing hard copy reports (page 8, lines 5-6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in art the time 
the invention was made to modify Radican to include that at least one receiving station 
comprises a barcode printer, because it would advantageously allow to employ 
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available technology for collecting necessary data, such as bar code readers Telxon 
PTC 921 and PTC 912DS (Radican, page 8, line 16). 

As per claim 12, said method and system, wherein at least one updated 
attribute comprises previous ones of the receiving stations through which the at least 
one material flow item has passed (page 1 1 , lines 18-22). 

As per claim 13, said method and system, wherein one of the at least one 
receiving stations comprises a delivery station, and wherein the delivery station 
comprises a final receiving station through which the at least one material flow item 
passes (page 9, lines 25-26). 

As per claims 17, comprising modifying the at least one local attribute at the 
remote operation center, wherein the modified at least one local attribute is additionally 
substantially simultaneously reviewable at the at least one local receiving station (page 
8, lines 19-21). 

As per Claims 18, said method further comprising controlling the material flow of 
the controlled material at said at least one receiving station in accordance with the at 
least one modified attribute and the at least one updated attribute (page 1 1 , line 18-23). 

As per Claims 19, said method, wherein said controlling comprises receiving at 
least one user command from the local receiving station, wherein the user command is 
responsive to the substantially simultaneous review at the at least one local receiving 
station by the user (page 8, line 28 - page 9, line 7). 

Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Radican in view of Markham et al. (US 2003/0158795). 

As per Claims 8-10, Radican teaches all the limitations of Claims 8-10, including 
that the programmable device is a remote data transceiver, which appears to be a 
hand-held device (Fig. 2, item 18; page 8, line 5). However, Radican does not explicitly 
teach that said hand-held device is a PDA. 
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Markham et al. (Markham) teaches a system for storing a data associated with a 
material during manufacturing, wherein a PDA may be used for collecting and 
transmitting said data [0287]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Radican to include that the programmable device is a 
PDA, as disclosed in Markham, because it would advantageously allow to deploy said 
system in the areas were wired communication is not available. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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